We had fun in every-
thing. I liked our devo-
tionals and campfires,
climbing the mountain,
and playing a little bit
with the other kids, and
playing in the waves at
the beach, and also
when a frog jumped in
the girls showers! ~Rosa
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I liked spending time with the staff of Genesis and also getting to learn golf. |
liked that | caught a little spider and an insect that was like a fish, and picking up shells

. from the beach and catching a crab. ~ Jaguelin

I liked that we went to the beach and because God brought us here safely and we

- were welcomed here with love, that we went golfing, that we put a cross up on the hill,

that we went to the beach 2 times, and to the Jersey Park, and thank you for the food that
you gave and that we were able to get to know the staff of Genesis...the people from
Genesis are good friends. ~ David

| liked driving here because it was very beautiful along the coast. When we ar-
rived at the ranch you received us with love and you made us very delicious food with
love and you took us to the beach two times in a week; you took us to Baja Mar to play
golf; and I had very much fun going to the Jersey Park and we played soccer with the
other nifios. We lost, but it was not easy for them to win. ~ Ernesto

I liked the walks in the morning and the stories. I liked when we went to the beach
and we surfed, it was very fun because | had never been so deep in the water. | had a lot
of fun at Rancho Genesis. Thank you for everything. ~ Michelle
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Thank you also to Nathan Hund who helped prior to summer camps.

: Bob Lemke

For both Nifios and Amigos, seeds are planted. May they be nourished
so the beauty of the spirit is found within.  Though the Baja CA
landscape around Rancho Genesis is very brown in the summer there is a
natural beauty. While hiking up the steep trails with the nifios, Greg
noted here and there coming up between the brown brush are sprigs of
beautiful green. Very little moisture grows them— Not unlike the Lord
and how He works in the lives of the nifios who visit Rancho Genesis.
Memories of abuse, defeat, degradation, abandonment and/or poverty can
be replaced with positive beautiful ones. How we see them relax and
open up out in God’s creation, hearing about Jesus and seeing the love of
Christ in those who come to serve them. Loving unconditionally, Amigo
to Nifio and Nifio to Amigo, both sometimes experiencing this for the
first time. The creation of something beautiful inside their hearts begins.
Pray the ‘water of Life’ feeds and nurtures growth and that they continue
to hear the Lord’s Word and receive His encouragement and love.

We were blessed with 7 church teams who brought 7 of the 14
orphanages to camp. Amigos & Nifios alike were greatly blessed.
~Orphanage Leader [Casa de la Esperanza-TJ] | loved the way the camp was
run. The walks and the trips to the park and the beach was very special
for the kids. I think the emphasis on showing the children God’s love and
pairing each one of them with an amigo to make them feel loved and
valued was the best aspect of the week. | felt that the staff really cared
about their work here and really cared for the kids. Thank You for the
memories. We will all take them home with us!

~Renton, WA participant This mission trip was awesome. This is the second
year that I came here and it was amazing. You could see God’s love
through the entire week.

~Fremont, CA participant This was my first experience in Mexico, my third
mission trip and the most awesome one! It made it special to live with the
nifios for a week. Initially, | felt | was too old to be an amigo to a nifio but
I was wrong, my nifio, Marco Antonio, graciously accepted me. Thank
you Genesis for your great ministry. God Bless you.

~Grove City, OH participant It was a beautiful week with our nifios. It always
feels like a big family reunion when we see our same nifios each year. |
thank God for His faithfulness and the loving staff at Genesis. Blessings...
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: We are especially grateful for the
@ Godly staff we had helping Greg, ¢
¥ Gaby & Amanda with the 2008 ®

summer church camps.
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To the world you may only be
one person, but to one person you
may be the world...

| have learned that our 5-star rustic
ranch is often seen through the eyes of
our nifios as a ‘paradise’. The nature
that surrounds the camp is beauti-
ful...the different activities and field
trips are fun...however 1 think the
‘paradise’ for the children is really
found in the people. Every summer
there are many ‘amigos’ who visit the
ranch to share a week with the nifios.
It is hard to capture in words how the
gifts of love and friendship impact
lives, but the smiles, laughs and tears
that are shared speak loudly. This
summer | was reminded how the nifios
that visit the ranch each have a story.
Unfortunately many have been
through negative experiences which
are reflected in their personality and
actions. Loving these nifios for who
they are and showing them that you
care is a gift that many of them have
never received. Thank you to all the
amigos who helped make a difference
in the lives of the orphanage and mi-

grant children of Baja CA.
~ Genesis Diez, A.C. Program Manager
and camp leader Amanda DeVries



